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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §§ 1.56 and 1.97-1.99, the documents listed 
on the attached Form(s) PTO-1449 are being brought to the attention of the Examiner in charge of 
the above-identified application. Because no Action On The Merits has been received, it is believed 
that no fees are due; however, if any fees are required for consideration of this Information 
Disclosure Statement, please charge such fees to Deposit Account No. 50-1749. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to initial the space adjacent each document entry on 
the Form(s) PTO-1449, and to return a copy of the initialled Form(s) PTO-1449 to confirm that the 
documents have been considered and have been officially made of record in this application. 
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RESPONSE 



In response to the Restriction Requirement, Applicants elect group I claim 1 , with traverse 
with respect to groups III and IV. Applicants admit that these groups are patentably distinct; 
however, the inventions are all related as they all are methods of alcohol steam reforming and each 
method uses a catalyst that comprises Pd. The restriction is further improper since the examination 
of these 3 groups would not present any additional burden. Indeed, the Examiner has indicated that 
all three groups are classified in class 423, subclass 648. 1 . 

If the Examiner has any questions or would like to speak to Applicants' representative, the 
Examiner is encouraged to call Applicants' attorney at the number provided below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Frank Rosenberg 
18 Echo Hill Lane 
Moraga, CA 94556 




Registration No. 37,068 
tel: (925) 376-8416 
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